RUSSIAN ENGINEER

few days. May Day (Labour Day) will be here soon.
Stay and see the processions and rest yourself."

" But/' I interposed, " Who is going to pay for
all this ? "

" We will pay all your expenses/5 he said. " Wait
a few days longer. We will phone you and place a
proposition before you which we hope you will
accept. Do you agree ? "

I pondered a few minutes and finally accepted.
So we stayed in Moscow for a while and saw the
wonderful pageant on the First of May. On the
third day came a telephone message asking me to
go to the O.G.P.U. at once.

I did so and was received by Sludsky's two
assistants, Goodsaid and Verom. One of them spoke
excellent English so an interpreter was dispensed
with.

" We have instructions from Sludsky to place
before you a proposition."

" Yes/' I said. " With regard to these firms in
England."

They continued. " He hopes you will not go
back to England and wreck the possibility of our
doing business with them,"

" But I have no such intention," I answered.
" Well, he wants you to go home and help us
with them."

" But," I objected. " I shall have other things to
attend to. Do you think I am a charitable organisa-
tion ? "

" Oh no 1 " laughingly answered Verom.   " We
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